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Making the best of a
Covid Christmas
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Normally at Christmas the biggest threat to the
Mayor of Dorchester is to their waistline, from an
assault of mince pies and roast turkey at countless
social events. This year was a bit different when
Richard Biggs donned a mask on the Saturday before
Christmas at the Thomas Hardye School canteen.
On his re-election as Mayor in May, one of Richard’s
commitments for his year was to use part of his
Mayoral Allowance to support those most affected
by the pandemic and the subsequent lockdowns.
Local charity, Dorchester Family Support, provide
essential food and advice to families who qualify for
free school meals when school is not open. They
were already planning to provide some Christmas
basics (Crackers, Mince Pies, Chocolates and Sweets)
that families struggle to afford at an expensive time
of the year. Alongside Richard, this year they raised
enough money for a small gift of cash to help
parents to buy a present for their children.
Richard says “I was so impressed with the way that
Dorchester Family Support distributed parcels to
families with over
children. It was incredibly
well organised and Covid secure. Dorchester is very
fortunate to have groups like this working in our
community, as well as local businesses and residents
willing to dip into their pockets to provide what is
needed ”.
In another initiative the Town Council joined
Dorchester BID and a number of local businesses in
supporting the production of the film Dorchester at
Christmas
.
DVDs were given out to those needing a
Christmas boost: in hospital, the hospice, care
homes and sheltered accommodation and the film
has also been viewed on You Tube (where it can still
be found) over ,
times.
Local shops stocked the DVDs, raising
to
support five local charities: Dorset County Hospital,
Dorchester Family Support, Dorchester Poverty
Action, Home-Start West Dorset and Weldmar
Hospicecare.
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Town Council says NO to Dor13
North Dorchester development
Council supports Yeovil
Freewheelers
The first grant the Council gave in response to the
pandemic was to an urgent plea from a group that
provides emergency courier relief to NHS organisations
across Dorset and Somerset, carrying blood,
medicines, samples and medical equipment between
hospitals, care homes, patients and laboratories. Yeovil
Freewheelers is a fleet of eight motorcycles, delivering
free of charge to the NHS.
The Council gave a grant of
when it heard that
the charity’s income, which mainly comes from
fundraising at outdoor events, was under threat.
At the peak of the
pandemic, the team
took on double the
workload for the
County Hospital and
other surrounding
hospitals, including the
daily delivery of
’s
of COVID- swabs for
testing; covering ,
miles a month
compared to the ,
they were doing pre-COVID.
Freewheelers Chairman, Ian Piper said: I am so proud
of how our team responded to an enormous increase
in workload at a time when their own lives were in
turmoil. I am also grateful to Dorchester residents;
your money helped us to continue to provide the
service at a critical time. Fundraising is still a challenge
but, thanks to many kind donations from members of
the public who see our social media and website,
www.yfwbloodbikes.org, we are now better able to
cope with any future peaks of infection.

Visit our website at www.dorchester-tc.gov.uk

As Poundbury nears completion the planning authority,
Dorset Council. are developing ideas for a further phase
of growth to the north of the town across the water
meadows, repeating a proposal made by West Dorset
Council in
. Back then the Town Council challenged
the idea commenting that: Because of significant infrastructure requirements the
site would not be financially viable;
Increasing the town’s population by around
, over
,
new residents, would place enormous pressure
on a town infrastructure already unable to cope with
traffic and other demands;
The environmental and heritage damage of such an
approach was significant and irreversible
No other sites in the wider area had been properly
considered - Dorchester had been selected as the easy
option simply to meet a national housing target
Dorset Council now propose the same scheme again ,
homes, acres of employment land, plus new
healthcare facilities and schools across the orange area
on the map above and titled Dor .

growing Climate Emergency and how that will further
reflect changing behaviours being identified as a result
of the Covid pandemic lockdowns.
Our town centre is suffering from shop closures by national retailers on a previously unseen scale, offices
and car parks are empty as workers adapt to new ways
of working; many may not return to Dorchester.

The level of growth proposed goes well beyond what
Dorchester itself needs to remain a viable community.
A rethink of how our town centre works and what its
The town and its surrounding landscape is being
threatened to solve a Government-led housing numbers future role might be is essential before committing to
another phase of development on valued green space,
problem relating to the whole county.
based on outdated assumptions. Dorchester should
In addition to our
arguments the Town Council is
not become Dorset’s dumping ground, merely to solve
today concerned that the plan takes no account of the
a county-wide housing numbers problem.

Have your Say

Whether you agree with us or not
please make sure you have a say in
the development of your area.
The Dorset Council consultation
ends on March and is the last
opportunity to comment before the
Local Plan is considered late in
by a Government Inspector.
Visit our website at www.dorchester-tc.gov.uk

The consultation covers more than
DOR , including policies for the
Environment, the Economy and
Housing, as well as Dorchester
specific policies affecting the town
centre, Poundbury and land on the
edge of town. Visit Dorset Council
website and look for the logo

